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OCTOBER MEETING. 

The Society held its stated monthly meeting this day, 
Thursday, Oct. 9, at twelve o'clock, m. In the absence 
of the President, Dr. Jared Sparks (one of the Vice- 
Presidents) occupied the chair. 

Donations were announced from the Eegents of the 
University of the State of New York ; the State His- 
torical Society of Wisconsin ; the Corporation of Yale 
College ; the publishers of the Albany " Evening Jour- 
nal ; " Rev. Caleb D. Bradlee ; William Durrant Cooper, 
Esq. ; Charles Cowley, Esq. ; Henry B. Dawson, Esq. ; 
Benjamin P. Johnson, Esq. ; John Morissey, Esq. ; Mr. 
Sidney S. Rider ; Mr. Moses H. Sargent ; Rev. Increase 
N. Tarbox; Mr. S. Urbino; and from Messrs. Deane, 
Felt, Quint, Webb, and Winthrop, of the Society. 

The Recording Secretary read a communication, ad- 
dressed to the Standing Committee by Dr. Appleton, the 
Assistant Librarian, announcing the discovery, that an 
old portrait in the Society's gallery, hitherto classed 
among the " unknown," was that of King William III. 
The communication also referred to the bad condition 
of the portrait, and suggested that a correct catalogue 
of the pictures in the cabinet should be prepared for 
the use of members and visitors. 

To the Standing Committee of the Mass. Historical Society. 

I expressed the opinion some time since, that an old por- 
trait in the cabinet of the Society, which has been classed 
among the " unknown," was that of King William III. ; found- 
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ing my opinion on its resemblance to the published portraits 
of that monarch. 

I have lately had an opportunity of examining a portrait of 
King William, considered an original, which, together with 
that of his queen (Mary), formerly belonged to Samuel Sewall, 
jun., Esq. ; and probably to his father-in-law, Governor Joseph 
Dudley, of Roxbury. These portraits are now in the posses- 
sion of the family of the late Hon. Moses Newell, of West 
Newbury. The resemblance of the two portraits of the king 
to each other is remarkable ; and I think there can no longer 
be any doubt, that the painting belonging to the Society is 
the true effigies of William of Nassau. 

The portrait is in bad condition, and stands in need of 
careful restoration by a competent hand, to rescue it from 
the destruction which must otherwise soon overtake it. 

As many portraits have been added to the cabinet since 
the publication, in 1838, of the last catalogue (which is inaccu- 
rate and imperfect in many particulars), I would suggest that 
a new list be prepared for the use of members and visitors to 
the rooms. 

Respectfully, 

J. Appleton, Assistant Librarian. 

Referred to the Standing Committee, with full powers. 

Mr. R. Feothingham presented a quarto volume, 
entitled " The Idiot, or Invisible Rambler, by Samuel 
Simpleton." The first number of this periodical is dated 
Boston, July 18, 1818 : the last number (fifty-two) is 
dated Jan. 2, 1819. At the head of each paper is 
a cut representing an idiot, under which are the 
words, "Devoted to innocent amusement." The vale- 
dictory states that the idiot became merged in the 
" Kaleidoscope." 
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Some conversation was held relating to the author- 
ship of the Introductory Essay to the edition of Wood's 
"New England's Prospect," Boston, 1764; which sub- 
ject had been introduced by the President at the last 
meeting. Mr. Brigham stated that he had in his posses- 
sion a copy of the work, in which Dr. Cotton Tufts, its 
former owner, had written the name of the author of 
the essay. It did not, however, occur to his recollection 
at the present moment. 

The presiding officer requested Mr. Brigham to ex- 
amine his copy of the work, and report the result at 
the next meeting. 



NOVEMBER MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held 
this day, Thursday, Nov. 13, at twelve o'clock, m. ; the 
President in the chair. 

Donations were announced from the American Acade- 
my of Arts and Sciences ; the American Philosophical 
Society ; the Trustees of the New- York State Library ; 
the Wyoming Historical and Genealogical Society ; H. 
Cox, Esq. ; L. L. Doty, Esq. ; Benjamin P. Johnson, 
Esq. ; Hon. Henry Wilson ; and from Messrs. Folsom, 
Lincoln (S.), Bobbins (C), Bobbins (J. M.,) Sibley, 
Webb, and Winthrop, of the Society. 

The President, in announcing the death of M. Edme 
Francois Jomard, an Honorary Member of the Society, 
remarked as follows : — 



